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June 8, 2022

Harvest family, 

We praise the Lord for His gracious and mighty work in our midst. We are grateful to God for each one of you, and thankful for the joy of making disciples of Jesus as a church. We trust the Lord will continue to bless our church as we remain committed to His Word. 
While we recognize that a church is an assembly of believers, not a building, we also recognize the building is a significant resource for our church. For the past few years, the elders have prayed over a long-term vision of our church facilities. We have sought confirmation from the Lord, whether to stay at our current property, renovate and expand our current building, or explore other property options in the area. After much prayer and discussion, we have decided to stay at our current property and improve our facility. We agree that our current property provides a great combination of space, land, and location. 

The next step is to determine how to adapt this building for our future needs. The greatest need we see is for a larger Worship Center. This would allow us to worship in one service together, while also accommodating long-term growth. It would also allow us to improve aesthetics and sound quality for a more focused worship atmosphere.

Therefore, we are starting a “Sanctuary Expansion Fund” to accumulate capital for this future goal. We are planning for an estimated $3 million dollar project. Our timeline will greatly depend on the fundraising process. We are very excited for what the Lord has planned, but we want to wisely temper our expectations for a potential two-, three-, or even up to five-year process to do this the right way. 

We are exploring the option of expanding the current Worship Center out to the parking lot. This concept would significantly increase our seating capacity and it would be the least invasive option. We have released an architectural rendering of what this expansion could look like (pictures may be seen in the church entryway) but this expansion option is conceptual and not finalized. We are exploring all options as we seek the Lord’s financial provision. We are also considering secondary projects for the building and property which would support the Worship Center expansion. 

We are starting this Expansion Fund as a step of faith and anticipation, while recognizing that we are currently behind in our general fund giving for 2022 (around 8% behind YTD). If you consider Harvest your church home, we ask that you would continue your contributions to the general fund. This is vital for the present operations of our church ministries. But we are praying that many of you will be blessed to give above and beyond your general fund offerings, toward this future Worship Center expansion. 
To contribute, you can mark “Sanctuary Expansion Fund” on your offering envelope, or select the appropriate drop-down option on the www.harvestdetroitwest.org giving page. Once the Expansion Fund builds enough capital, we will begin to fine-tune our plans, with strategic feedback from ministry leaders and members. This phase will also include a more definitive financing plan and detailed timeline. 

Please pray with us that the Lord will provide the needed funds for this project, according to His wise timing. Please pray for a potential grant that would greatly help this project. Pray that we will steward the funds with maximum efficiency for a building expansion that will serve our congregation and community for many years and decades to come, for the glory of God! 

“Both riches and honor come from You, and You rule over all. In Your hand are power and might, and in Your hand it is to make great and to give strength to all. And now we thank You, our God, and praise Your glorious name. But who am I, and what is my people, that we should be able thus to offer willingly? For all things come from You, and of Your own have we given you.” (1 Chron. 29:12-14)
- The Harvest Elders 
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